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2018 AAAA Convention 
 
Plan to head to Lombard, Illinois, a western suburb of 
Chicago, Illinois for the 2018 AAAA Convention from 
July 25-28. It will be held at the Embassy Suites-
Lombard. You will be treated to non-stop action 
including room hopping, silent auction, seminars, 
Favorite Advertising Exhibit, delicious shared meals and, most importantly, great 
fellowship! 
 
Convention registration costs $125 per person, which includes all Convention 
activities, plus six delicious meals (with hotel lodging). The discounted hotel room 
rate is only $129 per night for a king room and $139 for a room with 2 queen beds. 
That is a bargain rate for the Chicago area. 
 
We will collaborate once again with another collector club. This year it will be the 
Cracker Jack Collectors Association (www.crackerjackcollectors.com). Look forward 
to some exciting events with them and start looking through your collection for 
Cracker Jack items you might want to sell there. We will also be joined again by our 
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friends from the former National Graniteware Society. These groups, along with 
members of the public, will make for a robust gathering of people who will be doing 
what they love to do. 
 
The registration process is now open. Click the button below to download the 
Registration Form. 

 

Click Here to Download the Registration Form 

  

 

Click Here to Download the Convention Flyer 

  

 

  

  

The Charms of Red Key 

In a little out-of the-way place in 
East-Central Indiana is a group of 
enthusiastic entrepreneurs who are 
bringing their little town back to life. 
Red Key, Indiana has been 
undergoing a metamorphosis over 
the past three years or so with the 
goal of transforming it into a regional 
destination for antiquing, shopping, 
and entertainment. The town now 
boasts of 6 antique stores, one more 
o the way, three restaurants, a 
vintage theater, and a varied 
assortment of other shops and 
businesses. 
 
Red Key is a charming and historic 
setting with a variety of fascinating 
turn of the 20th century edifices. 
Some antique advertising is 
available in the antique stores but 
the most unique draw of the town for 
AAAA members might very well be 
the abundance of "ghost signs". 
Ghost signs are brick walls adorned 
by painted ads that, over the years, 
have faded. They are also known as 
brickads. They were painted 
throughout the US by artisans, 
known as "wall dogs" from around 
1900 through the 1930's. These 
vestiges of the past can be found in 
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multiple places throughout this 
charming town. It is a credit to the 
locals that they have preserved 
these historic images, along with the 
buildings they occupy. 
 
The antique shops in town offer a 
variety of interesting vintage items. 
For those with mid-century interests, 
there is a specialty store with a large 
and impressive inventory. 
 
Red Key planners have assembled 
a variety of fun things to do. The Key 
Palace Theater offers blues and 
rock 'n, roll concerts, SPPI presents 
ghost tours on select Saturdays, and 
they also conduct a Downtown 
Market on the first Saturday of each 
month from April to October. This is 
a place that values creative 
enjoyment. 
 
The Redkey Historic District is listed 
in the National Register of Historic 
Places. It was the home of the 
notorious Shambarger’s Restaurant 
for many years. Founded in 1929, it 
achieved national fame when the 
founder's son, John, took over in 
1963 and turned it into a one-of-a-
kind dining and entertainment 
experience. While the restaurant 
was the recipient of a Holiday 
Magazine Award and other national 
accolades, the restaurant was 
known just as much for the 
vaudevillian-type antics of its owner. 
Diners would spend hours there 
being entertained by the outrageous 
and hilarious goings on. For 
example, for every course, the 
waitstaff would all change clothes. It 
is rumored that President Kennedy 
once ditched his Secret Service 
guards in order to spend an evening 
dining at Shambarger’s. The 
restaurant closed in the early 
1980's. John's daughter is now 

 

 

 



carrying on the family tradition at the 
Lil' Bistro Restaurant in town, 
pictured in the photo to the right (4th 
from top). The original vacant 
Shambarger’s building still stands 
and is also pictured on the right (5th 
photo from top). 
 
Standing in front of a gargantuan 
1940's "Sprite Boy" tin sign in the 
upper right hand photo is Kathy 
Crow, co-proprietor of Dynamite's 
Antiques & Vintage. 
 
Red Key is located about 20 minutes 
northeast of Muncie, Indiana. While 
it is a bit out of the way, it would 
make for a unique and entertaining 
experience if you are in the area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

 

 



 

 

  

  

Soda Pop Signs 
 
Soda pop signs are among the most popular genres of antique advertising. 
Porcelain, tin, and cardboard signs are all in great demand. The signs below are 
from the outstanding collection of Dale Peterson. Thanks, Dale for sharing these 
images with your follow AAAA members! 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  
  



 

 

  

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  

  

Upcoming Auctions 
 
This listing provides upcoming events conducted by our AAAA advertisers and 
supporters. 
 



December 1, 2017 
Wm Morford Auctions 
Antique advertising and collectibles 
Diverse 156 lot selection of high quality signs, general store, tins, displays, posters, 
gas and oil, tobacco, soda fountain and more. 
For further information, go to www.morfauction.com 
 
 
December 2, 2017 
Morphy Auctions-Las Vegas 
Automobilia and petroliana 
This event includes rare vintage gas pumps; porcelain, tin, and neon signs; 
posters; banners; and more. Primarily automobilia and petroliana but some other 
areas of vintage advertising are also represented as well. 
For further information, go to www.morphyauctions.com 
 
December 8-10, 2017 
Morphy Auctions 
Advertising 
This auction features over 2,000 lots of high quality and investment grade items in 
all realms of antique and vintage advertising, including signs, posters, tobacco, tins, 
chewing gum, character collectibles, cases and displays, pocket mirrors, match 
safes/holders, condom tins, soda pop, coca cola, soda fountain (including a broad 
offering of rare syrup dispensers), ephemera and much more. A special feature of 
this auction is a large grouping of over 300 highly desirable trade cards that are 
almost all in mint condition. 
For further information, go to www.morphyauctions.com 
 
January 18-20, 2018 
Chupp Auctions 
Country store, salesman samples, advertising, petroleum 
For further information, go to www.auctionzip.com (Auctioner ID #11841) after 
January 5 

 

  

  

Outdated Advertising 
 
Readers of the Checkerboard will recall that we ran a couple 
of articles in the past about ads from yesteryear that would 
not pass muster today. A book will soon be published that 
represents a compendium of such inappropriate ads. 
Outdated Advertising, edited by Michael Lewis and Stephen 
Spignesi, will be released on November 27 by Skyhorse 
Publishing. Retail price is $17.99. A pre-order can be placed 
with Amazon at a slightly lesser cost. According to the listing 

on Amazon, this volume "takes a look at print advertising from the mid-1850s through 
the 1980s with an eye toward ads that were notorious for their...wildly inappropriate 
content―or for just plain bad taste." 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.morfauction.com/
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Strong Market for Top-End Antique Advertising 
 
Prices realized at three recent auctions make it clear that the market for investment 
grade antique advertising remains very solid. Showtime Auctions in Woodhaven, 
Michigan, Morphy Auctions in Reading, PA, and Chupp Auctions in Shipshewana, 
Indiana recently conducted auctions that produced impressive results. Some of the 
items with particularly notable performance are presented below. These pieces 
represent the very best in terms of rarity, condition, and desirability. 

 



 

 

Price realized: $15,080 
Showtime Auctions 
Sept 29-Oct 1, 2017 

 

Price realized: $8,845 
Showtime Auctions 
Sept 29-Oct 1, 2017 

 
 

 

 

 

Price Realized: $9,760 
Showtime Auctions 
Sept 29-Oct 1, 2017 

 

 

 



 

 

Price Realized: $12,200 
Showtime Auctions 
Sept 29-Oct 1, 2017 

 

 

 

 

Price realized: $8,540 
Showtime Auctions 
Sept 29-Oct 1, 2017 

 

Price Realized: $19,720 
Showtime Auctions 
Sept 29-Oct 1, 2017 

 

 

 



 

 

Price Realized: $24,570 
Showtime Auctions 
Sept 29-Oct 1, 2017 

 

 

 



 

 

Price Realized: $18,000 
Morphy Auctions 

September 2-3, 2017 
 

 

 

 

Price Realized: $15,600 
Morphy Auctions 

September 2-3, 2017 
 

 

 

 

 

Price Realized: $18,000 
Morphy Auctions 

September 2-3, 2017 
 

 

 



 

 

Price Realized: $13,970 
Morphy Auctions 

September 2-3, 2017 
 

 

 

 

 

Price Realized: $13,530  

 



Morphy Auctions 
September 2-3, 2017 

  

 

 

Price Realized: $15,600 
Morphy Auctions 

September 2-3, 2017 
 

 

 

 

Price Realized: $7,380 
Morphy Auctions 

September 2-3, 2017 
 

 

 

 

 

Price Realized: $9,600 
Morphy Auctions 

September 2-3, 2017 
 

 

 



 

 

Price Realized: $10,540 
Morphy Auctions 

September 2-3, 2017 
 

 

 

 

 

Price Realized: $5,250 
Chupp Auctions 

 

 

 

 

Price Realized: $3,800 
Chupp Auctions 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Price Realized: $22.000 
Chupp Auctions 

  

 

 

Price Realized: $5,250 
Chupp Auctions 

 

 

 

 

 

Price Realized: $5,000 
Chupp Auctions 

 

 

 

 

 

Price Realized: $5,700 
Chupp Auctions 

 

 

 

Price Realized: $12,000 

 



 

Price Realized: $8,500 
Chupp Auctions 

 

Chupp Auctions 
(Salesman Sample) 

 

Price Realized: $8,000 
Chupp Auctions 

  

  

  

A Fun Collection 
 
We received photos of a great, eclectic collection to share with our readers. The 
owner, a member of AAAA, prefers to remain anonymous. This is a fun collection as 
reflected in its bold colors, creative arrangement and diverse subject matter. 
Condition is also uniformly excellent in this terrific assemblage of antique advertising. 

 

  



 

 

  

  

Wanted Items 
 

 
In this column are those sought-after items of desire that seem to be elusive. If 
you know where any of these items can be acquired or if you have one available, 
please click the link to reply directly to the seeker. To place a listing in this column, 
click here. There is no fee for AAAA members. Up to three listings per member are 
permitted. 
  
Antique/Collectible Banking and Financial System "Give-a way" and advertising 
items. Specifically from Pennsylvania. Alarm devices and such. To reply, click here. 
 
Unusual one pound peanut butter tins. Tin litho or paper label. To reply, click here. 
 
Marshmallow Tins, Smaller than 5 Pound Size. To reply, click here. 
 
American Cookie, Biscuit and Cracker Tins and Boxes. To reply, click here. 
 
Columbian Stove sign made by the Keeley Stove Co. in Columbia PA To reply, click 
here or call 717-572-3108. 
  
Continental Cubes Tobacco Tin: (Larger pocket tin....one size above the normal size 
pocket). Also large red 3 lb. Franklin coffee tin canister (Ben Franklin face). To reply, 
click here. 

mailto:plefk@generalstoreantiques.com?subject=Wanted%20Items
mailto:georgekss421552@gmail.com
mailto:rbaum4@yahoo.com
mailto:rbaum4@yahoo.com
mailto:rbaum4@yahoo.com
mailto:goat6@frontier.com
mailto:goat6@frontier.com
mailto:scross1@cox.net


  
VITAMINS advertising, displays, signs, bottles, and anything related: Hadacol is an 
example. Most would come from the 1930’s thru the 1970’s. Also anything related to 
cod-liver oil and WEIGHT-LOSS, REDUCING, ANTI-FAT, and OBESITY ITEMS. To 
reply, click here. 
  
Early tin signs lithographed by Tuchfarber, Wells and Hope, Worcester Sign 
Company, Sentenne and Green, etc. I can pay more for good condition, but would 
be interested in any condition. Don Lurito DRelington@aol.com also in the directory. 
To reply, click here. 
  
Dwinell-Wright Co. Royal Ground Spice Cardboard Spice Boxes. One side displays 
horizontally. Approximately 3.75" by 2.25". Any type of spice is OK. To reply, click 
here. 
  
ENSIGN Perfect and ENSIGN Perfection vertical pocket tobacco tins to enhance my 
collection. Feel free to contact me at 614-888-4619 or k8pyd@wowway.com to see 
if you can help fill the voids. 
  
Ice Cream Advertising. Mr. Ice Cream desires better ice cream advertising including: 
postcards, trade cards, letterheads, billheads, booklets, poster stamps, blotters, 
magic lantern slides, pinbacks, watchfobs and pocket mirrors. Allen Mellis, 1115 
West Montana St. Chicago, Illinois 60614-2220. mellisfamily@rcn.com. To reply, 
click here. 
  
Empty tin cans (new) to place vintage labels on. Different sizes preferred. Do you 
know of a source where these can be purchased in volume? To reply, click here. 
  
Tall 1 lb. Mallard Coffee Can- Shows duck taking off. To reply, click here. 
  
Chewing gum packs, sticks, wrappers, full boxes, lifesavers, candy bar wrappers, 
displays, and boxes. Anything candy related. To reply, click here.  
  
Pre-1900 advertising items related to: barbed wire, farm fence gates, tools for 
erecting or mending wire fences, and farm fences. Only primary material please--no 
ads from newspapers, etc. Larry W. Love. To reply, click here. 
  
Armour Foods Signs, Cardboards, Store Displays, Die-Cuts Wanted. To reply, click 
here. 
  
Cigar advertising tip trays, pinbacks, or any unusual cigar advertising items. Harry 
Cohn: To reply, click here. 
  
Walt Foster Art Books Store Floor Rack: To reply, click here: 
  
JG Flynt Sir Walter Raleigh Pocket Tin: To reply, click here. 
  

mailto:david@davidmeinz.com
mailto:DRelington@aol.com
mailto:DRelington@aol.com
mailto:plefkov@gmail.com
mailto:plefkov@gmail.com
mailto:k8pyd@wowway.com
mailto:mellisfamily@rcn.com
mailto:mellisfamily@rcn.com
mailto:beijohn@bellsouth.net
mailto:capybara119@yahoo.com
mailto:alanlee16@att.net
mailto:Wirefence@att.net
mailto:capybara119@yahoo.com?subject=Canadian%20Coffee-Circle%20Coffee
mailto:capybara119@yahoo.com?subject=Canadian%20Coffee-Circle%20Coffee
mailto:uphoreah@aol.com
mailto:davo847@aol.com?subject=Walt%20Foster%20Art%20Books%20Store%20Floor%20Rack
mailto:davo847@aol.com?subject=Walt%20Foster%20Art%20Books%20Store%20Floor%20Rack
mailto:nflondon03@twc.com
mailto:nflondon03@twc.com


Vintage Photos of General Stores or Soda Fountains. Authentic 1890-1930 
examples only--no modern reprints please. Mounted photo or RPPC. Interior or 
exterior. Send scan. To reply, click here. 
  
Firecracker Packs: Collector buying all old fireworks-packs, boxes, advertising, 
whatever. To reply, call 931-237-3646 or click here. 
  
Lefkowitz & Sons Company Soda Fountain Collectables: I am seeking any soda 
fountain product or equipment labeled "Lefkowitz".  To reply click here.  
  
Posters of Beautiful Women or Children Advertising a Drug Store or Country Store 
Product. Pre-1930. Preferable with product shown in image. Original frame and good 
condition a plus--also NOS country store or drug store products, advertising of any 
kind, or any product with great graphics and full of contents a plus. To reply, click 
here. 
  
Spice Tins WANTED!!  Hard core collector looking for brands I don't have and 
upgrades for ones I do have. Looking for good old spice tins with pictures. Birds, 
people, trains, etc. I have a few traders but mainly a buyer. To reply, click here.  
  
Minnesota Brewery Items including Hamm's, Grain Belt, Fitgers, Gluek and 
others. Also collect rare Minnesota advertising pieces. To reply, click here. 
  
Vintage Baseball/Football Cards: Pre-1970 Only To reply, click here. 
  
Clicquot Club: Lighted Clicquot Club advertising clock made by Telechron and 
Telechron lighted advertising clock. To reply, click here. 
  
Yellow Kid Wanted: The more unusual,the better. To reply, click here. 
  
Harvard Brewing Signs/Lithographs:  To reply, click here.  
  
Ivanhoe Pencil Tin: Fair price and also finder's fee paid. Approx 1" diam, 9" long, 
blue in color, round, with picture of Ivanhoe on horseback. To reply, click here. 
  
Noaker Ice Cream Company Canton, Ohio: 13" Round ice cream tray from "the 
Noaker Ice Cream Company Canton, Ohio" in good or better condition. It has the 
boy & girl eating ice cream on the front. To reply, click here. 
  
B.T. Babbit Soap Advertisement Posters: See Antique Advertising Encyclopedia 
(Vol. II) by Klug page 54 and 55. Condition is very important. To reply, click here. 
  
DeLaval: Tin advertising, give-aways and other collectibles produced by the 
company. To reply, click here. 
  
Edmands Coffee Company, Edmands Tea Company, 1776 Coffee, American 
Beauty Tea, Japan Tea, Devonshire Tea, (imported by Edmands, 
Boston/Chicago): Any items such as tins, signs, paper, or anything else related to 
the Edmands family of companies in Boston is desired. To reply, click here. 

mailto:plefkov@gmail.com?subject=General%20Store%2FSoda%20Fountain%20Photo
mailto:markclsrksville@live.com?subject=Firecracker%20Packs
mailto:plefk@generalstoreantiques.com?subject=Lefkowitz%20Soda%20Fountain%20Collectables
mailto:cpeters2@sbcglobal.net?subject=Poster
mailto:cpeters2@sbcglobal.net?subject=Poster
mailto:cctincher@gmail.com?subject=Spice%20Tin
mailto:jbbreyfogle@msn.com?subject=Minnesota%20Items
mailto:info@baseballintheattic.com?subject=AAAA%20Checkerboard%20Reply
mailto:danmerkle@columbus.rr.com?subject=Clicquot%20Club
mailto:yellowkid@tds.net?subject=Yellow%20Kid
mailto:garford12@gmail.com?subject=Harvard%20Brewing%20Signs%2FLithographs
mailto:mrjimb@cheerful.com?subject=Ivanhoe%20Pencil%20Tin
mailto:kermitandtweety@neo.rr.com?subject=Noaker%20Ice%20Cream%20Company
mailto:cap-mmp@comcast.net?subject=Babbit%20Soap%20Advertising%20Posters
mailto:hogs2gregg@aol.com?subject=DeLaval
mailto:elaine.edmands@sbcglobal.net
mailto:elaine.edmands@sbcglobal.net


  
Heathman Bakery, Dayton, Ohio: Interested in any items related to this business. To 
reply, click here. 
  
Indianapolis Brewing Company Ephemera: Circa 1920. Specifically looking for 
signed documents. To reply, click here. 

 

  

  

The AAAA Checkerboard is a monthly e-newsletter that is made available to all 
AAAA members at no cost. The mission of the Checkerboard is to increase 
knowledge about antique and collectible advertising among AAAA members. The 
Checkerboard also provides news and updates about AAAA. It is produced each 
month with the exception of the four months per year when the award-winning 
PastTimes print newsletter is published. Paul Lefkovitz 
(plefk@generalstoreantiques.com) serves as Editor of the AAAA Checkerboard. 
Copyright, 2017, Antique Advertising Association of America 
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