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SACKS General Store 

  

In this issue of the AAAA Checkerboard, we are delighted to feature an antique 
advertising collection of truly outstanding quality, scope, and desirability--the 
SACKS General Store. 
  

The owners, who are members of AAAA, prefer to remain anonymous but one of 
them passed along the following comments: 
  

"You know what SACKS stands for...right?   Sherry and Chuck's Kountry 
Store.  Pretty clever...right? 

  

I can't explain it. Its what I do.  It keeps me off the streets, out of the bars, 
and close to the refrigerator.    
  

It is not open to the public but it is open and free to those we recognize. 

  

If you are ever in the area, we have a gorgeous tour guide on duty seven 
days a week...however, do not show up before noon as she does not respond 
well to friends, relatives (let's just say people) before then." 

  

Our thanks go to Sherry and Chuck for allowing us to share these treasures with 
AAAA members. If you would like to send a note to Sherry and Chuck, the 
Checkerboard would be happy to forward it to them. Just click here to send it to us 
and we will pass it on. 
  

Enjoy the photos below from the impressive SACKS General Store!  
  

  

mailto:plefk@generalstoreantiques.com?subject=Note%20for%20Sherry%20and%20Chuck


 
  

 
  



 
  

 
  
  



 
  
  

 
  
  



 
  
  

 
  
  



 
  
  

 
  

  



 
  
  

 
  
  



 
  
  

 
  
  



 
  
  

 
  
  



 
  
  

 
  
  
  



 
 
  

 
  
  



 
  

 
  

Register to Attend the 2015 AAAA Convention! 

 
 

The 2015 annual Convention will take 
place in  Reading, PA from July 22-
25, 2015.  It will, once again, be 
located at the Crowne Plaza Reading 
Hotel in Wyomissing (just outside of 
Reading).      The annual AAAA 
Convention has taken place several 
times at this venue. This popular site 
is very close to the "Antique Capital of 
the USA", with thousands of dealers 
in nearby malls. Click here to 
download an informative flyer about 
the upcoming 2015 AAAA 

Convention. 
  
  

Registration is now open!   Why register now? 

 Registering now will ensure that your hotel guest room is located within the 
AAAA room block.  Unlike last year, AAAA will have some involvement in 
room assignments this year.  Therefore, we will be able to take steps to 
ensure that those that register early will not be separated from other AAAA 
attendees. Last year, we sold out our room block and expect to do the same 
this year.  Please avoid disappointment and reserve your spot now!  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=40583766&msgid=329921&act=S5FE&c=1144716&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dropbox.com%2Fs%2F6jievedlw7vtc35%2F2015AAAAConventionFlyer.pdf%3Fdl%3D0


 Early registrants (prior to February 15, 2015) will automatically be entered in 
a drawing for a free room night at the hotel!  

A new, simplified registration process has been established. It will no longer be 
necessary to provide any credit card information or a one night deposit to AAAA 
when registering.  Simply complete the registration form and mail it to us with a 
check for the registration fee (and membership, if applicable) and that's it!  Your 
room will be reserved in your name and you will make your payment arrangements 
with the hotel when you check-in. 
  

To download the 2015 Convention Registration Form, click here. 
  

Recent conventions have been highly praised by attendees for their fun, non-stop 
schedules of activities and opportunities for fellowship with other club members. 
The 2015 convention is sure to follow in that tradition.  Sign up today!   
  

 
  

17 Unbelievable Advertisements From The Past That 

Definitely Wouldn't Cut It These Days 

  

The IJR Review web site contains a hilarious piece entitled "17 Unbelievable 
Advertisements From The Past That Definitely Wouldn't Cut It These Days".  It 
features ads from yesteryear that would, in today's world, be viewed as highly 
insensitive, offensive, or just downright wrong on a number of levels.  To check out 
this humorous commentary on the evolving sensibilities in America, click here. 
  

Our appreciation goes to Evy Mayer for bringing this to our attention!  Thanks Evy! 
  

 
  

September issue of Past Times 

  

The September issue of Past Times continues to be delayed.  We are very, very 
sorry.  We know how you look forward to receiving it. Please be assured that you 
will receive your copy in the mail as soon as it has been released.  Thank you so 
much for your understanding and patience! 
  

 
  

The Log Cabin Syrup Tin--A History 

  

By Norman Reed 

  

(Reproduced from the "Tin Type", November, 1981) 
  

This is the second in our series of outstanding articles reproduced from the Tintype, 
a publication of the TCCA in the 1980's.  Incidentally, the author of this article, 
Norman Reed, is a current member of AAAA and has given his blessings to its re-
publication.   He also provided photos of a couple of new items he came across 
which appear below.  Thanks much, Norm! 
  
  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=40583766&msgid=329921&act=S5FE&c=1144716&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dropbox.com%2Fs%2Fdn2hq63tx4thjos%2FAAAA%25202015%2520Registration.pdf%3Fdl%3D0
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=40583766&msgid=329921&act=S5FE&c=1144716&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ijreview.com%2F2014%2F08%2F165560-20-advertisements-ridiculous-youll-see-believe%2F


Click here to download "The Log Cabin Syrup Tin--A History" by Norman Reed. 

  
  

 
  
  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=40583766&msgid=329921&act=S5FE&c=1144716&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dropbox.com%2Fs%2Fqnn5h1lhpafiwpx%2FLog%2520Cabin%2520Syrup%2520Tin--A%2520History.pdf%3Fdl%3D0


 
  

 
  

A Notorious Advertising Collectable: Jamaica Ginger 

  

By Paul Lefkovitz 

  

Do you have any examples of "Jamaica Ginger" advertising in your collection? If 
you do, you may not realize that you possess a reminder of a dark and deadly 
chapter in the history of pharmaceutical manufacturing.  



  
  

 
  
  

Jamaica Ginger, known simply as "Jake", was a late 19th century patent medicine 
that was promoted as a carminative, headache cure, a remedy to treat catarrh, 
flatulence, "late menstruation" and a host of other maladies.  With an alcohol content 
of 70-90%, it became wildly popular as a "legal" libation in the 1920's, during the 
height of prohibition.  The government recognized this and required manufacturers 
to make changes in the formula that would give it a very bitter taste, to eliminate its 
appeal as a source of recreational alcohol. 
  

A pair of amateur chemists and bootleggers in Boston, Harry Gross and Max 
Reisman, developed an alternative adulterant that would pass muster with the 
government's tests but still be rather palatable.  Tragically, it turned out that the 
adulterant they used was a powerful neurotoxin, resulting in paralysis of the arms 
and legs. The awkward flip-flop gait employed by those afflicted came to be known 
as "Jakeleg" or "Jakewalk".    It is estimated that in 1930-31, up to 30,000 to 40,000 
individuals across the US were so afflicted.  In addition, at least 10 deaths were 
attributed to the toxic brew.  
  



The government soon determined the source of the epidemic and the role of the 
dangerous adulterant.  In 1932, Gross and Reisman were prosecuted under both 
the Prohibition Act and Food and Drugs Act. They received a $1,000 fine and were 
each sentenced to a 2 year prison term, which was suspended as probation.  Gross 
violated the terms of his probation and served the two year sentence. Reisman 
never served any time. 
  

The national outcry about this tragic event ultimately led to the passage of the 1938 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act which prohibited the marketing of any new drug until 
the manufacturer provided the FDA with evidence of its safety.  
  

It is unknown exactly which brands of Jamaica Ginger contained the toxic adulterant 
since the substance was supplied to various companies.  Therefore, if you have a 
bottle of Jamaica Ginger, it cannot be determined if it was one of the harmful 
ones---which is undoubtedly just as well. 

  

 
  

Wanted Items 

  

In this column are those sought-after items of desire that seem to be elusive. If 
you know where any of these items can be acquired or if you have one available, 
please click the link to reply directly to the seeker.  To place a listing in this column, 
click here. There is no fee for AAAA members.  Up to three listings per member is 
permitted. 
  

Walt Foster Art Books Store Floor Rack:  To reply, click here:  
  
  

JG Flynt Sir Walter Raleigh Pocket Tin:  To reply, click here. 
  
  

One (1) Pound FULL [Unopened, Sealed] Key-Wind Coffee Tins:  To reply, click 
here. 
  

Near Mint English Biscuit Tins:  1880 to 1925  To reply, click here. 
  

Scarce or Rare Tobacco Pocket Tins:  One or a collection.  To reply: click here. 
  

Vintage Photos of General Stores or Soda Fountains.  Authentic 1890-1930 
examples only--no modern reprints please.  Mounted photo or RPPC.  Interior or 
exterior. Send scan. To reply, click here. 
  

ENSIGN Perfect and ENSIGN Perfection vertical pocket tobacco tins to enhance 
my collection.  Feel free to contact me at 614-888-4619 or k8pyd@wowway.com 
to see if you can help fill the voids. 
  

Pre-1920 US Cigarette Tobacco Cards, including packs, tins, advertising, point of 
sale, premiums, silks and leathers, cabinet cards, banners/posters, albums and 
more. Focus on Ginter, Duke, Goodwin (Old Judge), Kimball, and Kinney. 
Buy/Trade - talk shop - or I can help you figure out what ya gots! 561-289-2362 or 
hmoses2@comcast.net 
  

Firecracker Packs:  Collector buying all old fireworks-packs, boxes, advertising, 
whatever.  To reply, call 931-237-3646 or click here. 

mailto:plefk@generalstoreantiques.com?subject=Wanted%20Items
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Lefkowitz & Sons Company Soda Fountain Collectables:  I am seeking any soda 
fountain product or equipment labeled "Lefkowitz".  To reply click here.   
  

Posters of Beautiful Women or Children Advertising a Drug Store or Country Store 
Product.  Pre-1930.  Preferable with product shown in image. Original frame and 
good condition a plus--also NOS country store or drug store products, advertising 
of any kind, or any product with great graphics and full of contents a plus.  To 
reply, click here. 
  

Spice Tins WANTED!!   Hard core collector looking for brands I don't have and 
upgrades for ones I do have.  Looking for good old spice tins with pictures.  Birds, 
people, trains, etc.  I have a few traders but mainly a buyer.  To reply, click here.   
  

Minnesota Brewery Items including Hamm's, Grain Belt, Fitgers, Gluek and 
others.  Also collect rare Minnesota advertising pieces.  To reply, click here. 
  

Vintage Baseball/Football Cards:  Pre-1970 Only  To reply, click here. 
  

Clicquot Club:  Lighted Clicquot Club advertising clock made by Telechron and 
Telechron lighted advertising clock.  To reply, click here. 

  
"ANTI-FAT," Weight-Loss, "Reducing," Obesity Items:   Signs, bottles, anything 
related. Also, any items related to VITAMINS.  To reply, click here. 
  

Yellow Kid Wanted:   The more unusual,the better.  To reply, click here. 
  

Harvard Brewing Signs/Lithographs:   To reply, click here.   
  

Ivanhoe Pencil Tin:  Fair price and also finder's fee paid.  Approx 1" diam, 9" long, 
blue in color, round, with picture of Ivanhoe on horseback. To reply, click here. 
  

Noaker Ice Cream Company Canton, Ohio:  13" Round ice cream tray from "the 
Noaker Ice Cream Company Canton, Ohio" in good or better condition.  It has the 
boy & girl eating ice cream on the front.  To reply, click here. 
  

1 lb. Canadian Coffee- Circle Coffee:  To reply, click here. 
  

B.T. Babbit Soap Advertisement Posters:  See Antique Advertising Encyclopedia 
(Vol. II) by Klug page 54 and 55. Condition is very important.  To reply, click here. 
  

DeLaval:  Tin advertising, give-aways and other collectibles produced by the 
company.  To reply, click here. 
  

Edmands Coffee Company, Edmands Tea Company, 1776 Coffee, American 
Beauty Tea, Japan Tea, Devonshire Tea, (imported by Edmands, 
Boston/Chicago):  Any items such as tins, signs, paper, or anything else related to 
the Edmands family of companies in Boston is desired.  To reply, click here. 
  

Heathman Bakery, Dayton, Ohio:  Interested in any items related to this business. 
To reply, click here. 
  

Indianapolis Brewing Company Ephemera: Circa 1920. Specifically looking for 
signed documents. To reply, click here. 
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The AAAA Checkerboard is a monthly e-newsletter that is made available to all AAAA 
members at no cost.  The mission of the Checkerboard is to increase knowledge about 
antique and collectible advertising among AAAA members.  The Checkerboard also 
provides news and updates about AAAA.  It is produced each month with the exception of 
the four months per year when the award-winning Past Times print newsletter is published. 
Paul Lefkovitz (plefk@generalstoreantiques.com) serves as Editor of the AAAA 
Checkerboard. 
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